2010 ODAC STUDENT-ATHLETE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
MARCH 28, 2010
OMNI HOTEL – CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA
Attendance

Brad Bankston – ODAC
Mollie Robertson – ODAC
Dave King – Eastern Mennonite 
Anna Baker – Emory & Henry
Aubrey Shinofield – Hollins
Brad Moore – Roanoke
Rachel Hils – Virginia Wesleyan
Shana Levine – Washington and Lee
Azure Davey – NCAA
Bridgewater – Sarah Tritsch
Eastern Mennonite –Justin King, Jennifer Blankenship
Emory & Henry - Samantha Lucado, Keran Billaud
Guilford – Brittany Speed, Justin Parker
Hampden-Sydney – Matt Partsch
Hollins – Alicia Johns, Erica Smith
Lynchburg – Gretel Coleman, Elena Kritter
Randolph – Olivia Johnson
Randolph-Macon –Erin Clare Cassidy, Jennifer O’Briant
Roanoke – Emma Wilson, Megan Maier
Sweet Briar – Lindsay Eneguess, Charlotte Greenwood
Virginia Wesleyan – Rachel Caulkins
Washington and Lee –Anthony Cardona, Cameron Hill
Introduction

Bankston welcomed the group and gave the student-athletes the opportunity to introduce themselves to the group.  Bankston then introduced the ODAC well-being committee members, Shana Levine (WLU) and Dave King (EMU), as well as Azure Davey (NCAA) and Mollie Robertson (ODAC).  He provided some background information on the development of the conference SAAC and led the group in an ODAC and NCAA trivia session.  Each table took a few minutes to go through the questions and then Bankston led the group through each answer.  
SAAC Structure and Background
Levine spent about 45 minutes with the student-athletes providing an in-depth look at the Division III SAAC structure and background, including showing the NCAA’s Division III Identity Initiative video.
Davey met with the group next for about an hour and a half and discussed the structure of the NCAA office and the backgrounds of several key employees at the NCAA office.  She discussed career opportunities within athletics as well.  She also took some time for the student-athletes to interact and ask questions on career options.

Supplements
Bankston, King and Levine discussed three topics with the student-athletes:  athletes and vacation time, conference tie-breakers and ODAC championships/neutral sites.  The ODAC Board of Directors is seeking input from ODAC SAAC, so after providing background information and having a few questions on the topic to think about, each table (led by an administrator from a school) discussed the topic and then reported back to the whole group.  
Athletes and Vacation Times
Food:  Each campus handles this differently.  The main issues revolved around meals and meal money.  Most schools felt like they did not have enough money per day.  A lot of schools felt that they had a reoccurring food theme, which can be an issue, especially on a nutritional level.  Additionally, they would prefer to have an input on what they get for food during these times. 

Housing:  Most student-athletes feel that they are being accommodated well, but that they are bored at times.  Most of the group said they stay in dorms or the provided housing, which was fine and that supervision was not an issue.  The student-athletes reported back that the student life employees of the college worked to supervise during those times that the athletes were there.  
Conference Tie-Breakers
This topic generated a lot of good discussion.  The student-athletes weigh ties for seeding versus ties to get into the ODAC tournament differently.  They are not as concerned about the ties for seeding and would be comfortable using competitive measures with a limit or cap to deter “running up the score.” 
For ties to get into the tournament the resounding message was find a way to play a game/match/etc. to break the tie.  Some of their ideas: work that date into the schedule, play it as a play-in game for the tournament, etc.  While there may be extenuating circumstances (rain in baseball that eliminates any chance of a play-in), that should be the exception rather than what drives the decision making by the athletic directors.  The student-athletes felt it was an honor to represent their school and they did not feel as though the play-in game would be too much of a disadvantage to having to play another game before the tournament.  The student-athletes also felt that the lot drawing to determine if a team advances was contrary to their effects of the entire season.
ODAC Championships: Neutral Sites and Game Times
Neutral Sites:  This generated varied responses and there was not a strong feeling one way or the other.  Some student-athletes would like to see the championship game/match/meet at a neutral site.  Some student-athletes suggested having the first round at the higher seed because that is what they play for and then have the semi-finals and finals at a neutral location.  
Advantages for a neutral site:

· Takes away any home-field advantage
· Everybody has to stay in a hotel so nobody gets to feel comfortable in familiar territory 
· Travel to different areas can provide the different communities with more business

Disadvantages for a neutral site:

· Friends, family, supporters might not be able to travel to neutral sites

· Difficulty finding facilities

The student-athletes did ask good questions about finances and proposed using facilities from schools not in the league (a partnership with the USA South) or schools not in the final.  

Game Times:  The student-athletes had various responses on game times.  The general consensus was that a game time in between, a happy medium, would probably be best.  Most student-athletes prefer to play on the weekend.  Evening game times (EX - 5:00 p.m. or 7:00 p.m.) allow student-athletes to rest throughout the day.  Most student-athletes will probably just go straight to bed once they get home since they will have class the next day.  On the flip side, they could have to stay up later to get homework done and then have class the next day.  Earlier game times (EX - 1:00 p.m. or 3:00 p.m.) causes missed class time.  
Closing
Bankston, Levine, King and Robertson gave closing remarks and thanked everybody for coming to the meeting and made everyone aware that if their SAACs needed anything, the ODAC office would be more than willing to help out.   We encouraged the kids to stay on the committee throughout their college career in order to see their work and input pay off.   We also informed them that there would be continued communication for future meetings and that the website would be updated.  
